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Welcome to the autumn edition of our newsletter. 
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Children have been dominating the news agenda in the last couple of weeks. 
The care of children with complex needs in high secure units, and the treatment 
of child victims of sexual abuse have been topics for fierce debate in the country. 

The Gardai and HSE’s actions concerning two Roma families in Tallaght and 
Athlone have also been in the spotlight recently. According to media reports, 
in both cases the Gardaí using their power under section 12 of the Childcare Act 
1991, and acting on child protection referrals, took two children into care due to 
concerns that they did not belong to the family that was caring for them. DNA 
tests subsequently proved that the children were the o�spring of their families. 

The incident is a reminder of how complex the Gardaí’s job is and how vulnerable 
Roma communities are in Ireland. However, the case did occur against a backdrop 
of an international media storm around the story of Maria, a blonde child whom 
was found living with a Roma family in Greece. Following an international investi-
gation it was uncovered that Maria was Roma and that her parents were of 
Bulgarian origin. 

The Ombudsman for Children will carry out an investigation into the Roma case 
and she will temporarily be given special powers to review the Gardaí actions. 
She should be able to uncover any wrongdoing in the case. 

But the expansion of her powers even temporarily is also a welcome development. 
This move will be watched closely and should help with calls to expand her 
powers to review decisions concerning children in the immigration/refugee area. 

The Government is ploughing ahead with the Child and Family Agency which 
has the potential to revolutionise children and family services for children and 
their families in Ireland. The Alliance has been closely involved with the Minister 
for Children and Youth A�airs and members of the Oireachtas on this important 
piece of public reform. 

The yes vote in the children’s referendum edged closer to being implemented 
in October 2013. We are delighted that the Judge Paul McDermott rejected the 
challenge to the children’s referendum on all counts and await the Supreme 
Court’s settling of the matter. 

Armed, hopefully, with a children’s
amendment to the constitution we
look forward to using this as a basis
to advocate on behalf of children 
all over Ireland to make their
voices heard. 

Best wishes,

Tanya Ward
Chief Executive
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On 14 October 2013, the Minister for 
Children and Youth A�airs Frances 
Fitzgerald launched the construction 
of a new national children’s detention 
facility at Oberstown, Dublin. 

The construction of Oberstown will end 
the detention of 16 and 17-year-olds in 
St. Patrick’s Institution for young o�end-
ers. The Alliance has long campaigned 
for the closure of St. Patricks and 
redevelopment at Oberstown. 

Often called the ‘school of crime’, St. 
Patricks has been a serious blot on 
Ireland’s human rights record. The 
Inspector of Prisons found that in 2012 
there was a culture in the prison where 
children’s rights were ignored or violated. 

Redevelopment of Oberstown is a major 
step forward for vulnerable children. 

The Minister met with a delegation led by 
the Children’s Rights Alliance in October 

2013 to provide a briefing of this vital 
development. 

On 2 September 2013, children and young 
people returned to school. In that week 
the Alliance renewed its calls on the 
Government to outlaw the practice of 
corporal punishment within the home 
and alternative care settings.

Currently, physical punishment of children 
by parents/legal caregivers, childminders 
and foster parents is permissible under 
Irish law. The Alliance is urging the 
Government to remove the common 
law defence of ‘reasonable and moderate 
chastisement’ and is calling for an outright 
prohibition on violence against children in 
all settings. 

The corporal punishment of children 
in the home is still a serious problem 
in Ireland.

Chief Executive Tanya Ward said, 
“All forms of violence against children 
are wrong. 

Physical punishment of children is 
invariably degrading and harmful. It 
never does any good.  Our law recog-
nises that we cannot strike another adult, 
why can we still strike children?

The UN Committee on the Rights of 
the Child has called on Ireland to prohibit 
the practice as has Geo�rey Shannon in 
his Fifth Report of the Rapporteur on 
Child Protection. Christian leaders in the 
UK and Ireland said in 2005 that: ”ending 
the practice of hitting children in the 
name of discipline is long overdue. It is 

about… giving children the respect to 
which they are entitled”. 

A collective complaint by APPROACH 
(the Association for the Protection of 
Children Against All Harm) against Ireland 
will be considered by the European 
Committee on Social Rights. 

Ireland is one of only four countries in the 
EU where a defence for corporal punish-
ment still exists in the law. 

The Alliance will continue our work to 
outlaw this harmful practice in association 
with international and Irish member 
organisations.  

Photograph: PA Photo.

Ending violence against children within the home 

New Detention Facility for 16 and 17-year-olds



4 Yes for Children. Irish Government submits report to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.

Yes for Children

Irish Government submits report to the
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child

The Government recently submitted its 
Third and Fourth report to the UN 
Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
The Alliance coordinated the civil society 
input for the  Government’s report. 

The Government’s report forms the basis 
on which the United Nations tracks 
Ireland’s progress on implementing the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. Ireland’s next appearance before 
the UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child is a pivotal moment. Each exami-
nation has resulted in major changes 
for children including: the establishment 
of the Ombudsman for Children, the 
adoption of a National Children’s 
Strategy and the holding of a 

referendum on children’s rights. 

The Children’s Rights Alliance will play a 
special role in the examination process. 
We will organise a national consultation 
to feed information into a major ‘shadow 
report’ that will be submitted to the UN 
Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
We will also co-ordinate an international 
advocacy campaign and arrange for a 
national delegation to appear before the 
UN Committee. 

It is likely that Ireland will be examined in 
late 2015 or early 2016. If you would like 
to learn more about Ireland’s appear-
ance before the UN, please contact 
Saoirse Brady at the Alliance.

The UN in Geneva © UNESCO

Jake Fallon aged 10, Brooke Murray aged 5 and Michael Murray aged 6 say Yes for Children. Picture: Marc O'Sullivan

On 18 October 2013 the Hon Mr Justice 
Paul McDermott rejected the Joanna 
Jordan challenge to the 2012 children’s 
rights referendum. 

The case will now be settled by the 
Supreme Court.

The Children’s Rights Alliance, Barnardos 
and the ISPCC welcomed the decision 
by the High Court that the referendum 
result stands.  We await the appeal 
but hope that finally the Constitution 
will be amended on foot of the 
popular vote. 

For the past year, the constitutional 
result has been frozen because of the 
challenge before before the courts. We 
expect the challenge to be concluded 
in the New Year.
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Alliance Chief Executive Tanya Ward and Research
and Projects Manager Saoirse Brady discuss the 
Alliance Pre-Budget Submission to the Joint 
Committee on Health and Children

Joan Burton TD. Minister for Social Protection.

Maternity Leave: Source www.abajournal.com

Overall Budget 2014 was good for children, in that no further
cuts to basic rates were made and the Government introduced
free GP care for under 5s.

Our work together with our members in advance of the 
budget discouraged a further attack on children in Budget
2014. This is a major achievement particularly given that the
Troika is still in town and we are in the midst of a recession. 

Minister for Finance Michael Noonan launching
Budget 2014. By Shawn Pogatchnik
© 2013 The Associated Press 

The latest CSO figures for 
childbirth in Ireland are 
showing a natural increase
of 13.4%. Despite the eco-
nomic hardship people are 
still having babies. This is a 
figure many countries
would envy and augurs 
well for the future, but 
only if these children are 
protected and their 
families supported. 

Chief Executive Tanya
Ward to the Committee 
on Health and Children



There were a number of positives 
for children in Budget 2014 
announcements: 

- The introduction of free GP care for 
 children aged 5 and below, at a cost 
 of €37 million 

- Maintenance of Child Benefit at 
 current levels 

- Maintenance of family income 
 supplement at current levels 

- Additional funding of €6.7 million 
 for the new Child and Family Agency 

- An allocation of €2 million for 
 increased sta� for Garda vetting 

- €5 million for a national book 
 rental scheme 

- €9 million for the national Literacy 
 and Numeracy strategy 

- €4.5 million for the Pre-School
 Quality Agenda

However, there were some items 
which will have a negative impact
on children and their families: 

- A 12% reduction in Maternity Benefit 

- Failure to restore the Back to School 
 Clothing and Footwear Allowance to 
 2012 levels 

- Increase in the prescription charge 
 to €2.50 per medicine 

- The introduction of a new Single 
 Person Child Carer Tax Credit which 
 will impact on families with shared 
 parenting arrangements where the 
 primary carer is not in employment

- Incremental cuts to youth 
 programmes 

And some questions remain to 
be answered. 

The Minister for Health announced €113 
million savings from a review of medical 
cards. Will this review result in medical 
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Budget 2014
cards being withdrawn from children 
with high level health needs? Will the 
new Child and Family Agency have 
enough resources to start in January 
2014, and will it carry a historical deficit 
from the HSE?

 The Alliance has produced a detailed 
 analysis of Budget 2014 and its 
 impact on children. It is available 
 here: 

http://www.childrensrights.ie/resources/
analysis-budget-2014-and-its-impact 



Barnardos  
“Budget 2014 has introduced some 
positive and progressive measures that 
will have a long lasting impact on 
children’s lives.”

Early Childhood Ireland
“On behalf of our 3,300 members 
across the country running crèches 
and preschools, employing over 18,000 
childcare professionals, we welcome the 
announcement of more sta� for Garda 
vetting in the budget which will speed 
up the whole garda vetting process, 
therefore improving compliance across 
the sector.  This is badly needed given 
the long delays in getting sta� vetted.”

Focus Ireland
”Focus Ireland welcomed today’s Budget 
news that there will be no further 
funding cuts to homeless services by the 
Department of Environment – However, 
the charity warned that cuts to dole 
payments for under 26 year-olds will 
force some of the most vulnerable 
young people to become homeless.”

Jonathan Irwin, Jack and Jill 
Foundation
“This medical card debate is going 
around in circles post budget and I 
am calling on the Taoiseach to order 
a review of the HSE’s broken medical 
card system, before any Free GP cards 
for under 5s are initiated.” 

Children’s Rights Alliance Members.
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What the members said
Mary Cunningham, National 
Youth Council of Ireland 
“It is to be welcomed that the reduction 
in funding for youth work services will 
be €1 million lower than set out in the 
Comprehensive Review of Expenditure. 
However, the €2 million cut will hit youth 
organisations very hard as they continue 
working on the ground to support young 
people from disadvantaged areas and 
those su�ering most at the hands of 
this recession”.

One Family 
“We are extremely disappointed that 
working parents who share caring and 
financial responsibility for their children 
after separation are now to be penalised 
by the removal of the One Family Tax 
Credit. We should be supporting both 
parents to cooperate and share responsi-
bility for their children following relation-
ship breakdown instead of penalising 
them.”

Peter McVerry trust
"We are glad that the Minister for 
Education has secured a commitment 
that class sizes will not increase further 
and that new teachers will be hired in 
2014. These measures will help keep 
vulnerable young people in education 
longer and reduce the likelihood of 
them ending up homeless.”

Start Strong
“While we welcome a focus on improv-
ing quality in early services, our current 
level of investment is so low that much 
more is needed. If we are to ensure that 
no child is in a poor quality service, 
much more than €4.5m is needed.”

St Vincent de Paul
“The SVP analysis says that cuts in 
budgets since 2008 have targeted 
children and families with cuts to 
supports like child benefit, social 
welfare, household benefits, medical 
cards and education. This year, young 
people and older people were targeted. 
Young people who are unable to find 
employment and older people who 
are isolated or su�ering from ill health 
will be badly a�ected.”

Treoir
“Budget 2014 contains just one change 
in relation to tax credits and it is an 
outrageous one.”

“This measure is a slap in the face to 
parents who are doing their best for their 
children and reveals a complete lack of 
awareness of the challenges involved in 
co-parenting.  Shared parenting is good 
for children and this change (which will 
result in an increase in fathers paying at 
least €30 or more in tax per week) is a 
gross disincentive.”
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Child and Family Agency 
The Child and Family Agency Bill 2013 
will completely reform the child protec-
tion and family support landscape in 
Ireland. It brings together a number of 
key services including the HSE Child and 
Family Services, the Family Support 
Agency, the National Education Welfare 
Board, the Pre-School Inspection 
services and services relating to the 
psychological welfare of children and 
to domestic, sexual and gender based 
violence. 

In a major step for public sector reform, 
two of the key principles enshrined in 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child will be included in primary law. 
For example, Agency workers will be 
required to consider  the ‘best interests 
of the child’ when making a decision 
about a child and there will be a legal 
requirement to listen to the views of the 
child when making that decision. 

The Alliance, with the support of a 
Working Group of members and 
stakeholders, has played a key role in 
trying to shape this legislation and fix 
our existing broken structures.
 
In September, the Alliance made a 
detailed submission on the Bill outlining 
the need for children’s rights to be put at

the heart of the legislation underpinning 
the Agency. Following this, the Alliance 
briefed Oireachtas members in advance 
of a meeting of the Select Committee 
on Children and Youth A�airs at which 
the Minister for Children and Youth 
A�airs, Frances Fitzgerald TD, presented 
the legislation to TDs for further discus-
sion and amendment. 

During this committee meeting on 22 
October 2013, the Minister acknowl-
edged the work of the Alliance as well 
as other organisations working in the 
area, and introduced a number of 
significant improvements to the legisla-
tion. In particular the Minister introduced 
an amendment aimed at ensuring that 
the Agency utilises an early and preven-
tative approach. For example, section 8 
of the Bill deals with the new Agency 
functions, and it will include a prevision 
for “preventative family support services 
aimed at promoting the welfare of 
children”.  

The Bill passed Committee stage and is 
expected to be passed into law before 
the end of the current Dáil term. The 
Board of the Child and Family Agency 
has already been appointed and it is 
expected that it will be up and running 
in January 2014. 

Children have a right to be consulted 
and participate in decisions a�ecting 
them, and the Child and Family Agency 
Bill includes innovative provisions 
around consulting children in planning. 
The Bill also includes a requirement to 
consult children in welfare, childcare 
and adoption matters. 

The Government took on our amend-
ment and changed the Bill to require 
Agency sta� in the area of education 
welfare and family support to also 
consult children when working with 
them individually. This is a vital change 
and is absolutely essential. The 
independent review into the deaths of 
children who were in contact with the 
HSE from 2012 revealed that children 
were often not consulted in decisions 
a�ecting them. This is an essential 
step in fixing our services for 
vulnerable children. 

The voice of the child

The Joint Committee on Health and Children
discuss the Child and Family Agency Bill 2013
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Children’s Rights Alliance new brand
nominated for two awards

Simon & Celine of RichardsDee Branded Materials

In September 2013, the Alliance joined 
the Irish Heart Foundation, the Irish 
Cancer Society and a coalition of 
children’s charities to support the 

The Children’s Rights Alliance’s new 
brand has been nominated for two Irish 
Designer Institute (IDI) Awards in the 
categories of ‘Illustration’ and ‘Brand 
Identity’. The work was carried out by the 
very creative people in RichardsDee and 
was launched in 2012 just in time for the 
children’s referendum. These nomina-
tions are an important acknowledge-
ment of the design values and quality 
behind the Alliance’s new brand. 

Government’s plans to standardise 
cigarette packets in order to stop 
children from starting smoking. 

Standardised packaging for cigarettes 
Alliance Chief Executive Tanya Ward and Minister
for Health James Reilly TD at the launch of the
Plain Packaging campaign. Picture Andres Poveda.
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Member Focus: Scouting Ireland

Scouting in Ireland has never been as 
strong. Currently there are approximately  
44,000 members involved in scouting 
throughout the country. This number is 
made up of 35,000 youth members and 
9,000 adult leaders. 

Since the start of Scouting Ireland in 
2004 Scouting Ireland has increased its 
membership by 29%. It is the fastest 
growing youth organisation in the 
country.

Scouting Ireland now has 482 Scout 
Groups based in every county on the 
island of Ireland including the Republic 
of Ireland and Northern Ireland and is 
opening on average about 20 new 
groups each year. Scouting Ireland is 
open to both male and female members 
and runs programme sections from age 
6 to 25. The programme sections are as 
follows . Beaver Scouts 6to 8yrs, Cub 
Scouts 9 to 11yrs, Scouts 12 to 15yrs, 
Venture Scouts 15 to 17 and Rover 
Scouts 18 to 25.

Scouting o�ers fun, challenge and 
everyday adventure to all its youth 
members - o�ering over 200 di�erent 
activities from abseiling, archery to 
drama, sailing and canoeing. Scouting 
helps 6-25 year olds grow in confidence, 
achieve their full potential and become 
active members of their communities. 
This is only possible through the e�orts 
of 9,000 volunteers who also enjoy the 
fun and friendship of scouting. Trusted by 
nearly a 100,000 parents each week, the 
movement welcomes members from all 

backgrounds, faiths and cultures. Special 
emphasis is placed on bringing the 
scouting programme to young people 
who currently do not benefit, particularly 
those in inner cities, those in rural areas 
and other disadvantaged groups.

Scouting seeks to equip young people 
with life skills, independence and 
leadership ability appropriate to their age. 
While scouting moves with the times and 
uses the latest technology across its local 
Scout Groups nationwide; camping and 
hiking remain firm favourites with young 
people, even after 100 years. 

Scouts are the original innovators with 
youth empowerment a central tenet from 
the very beginning when many countries 
in Europe were still without democracy. 
Today, one of the most attractive aspects 
of scouting for young people is the very 
real freedom to attain their potential in an 
environment where teamwork and 
leadership development flourish. 
Scouting has placed a focus on care for 
the environment and minimising the 
human footprint on the environment, 
long before it was fashionable or 
newsworthy to do so. Scouting Ireland 
has recognised the power of branding in 
today’s society and has developed a 
modern, colourful brand identity that 
enjoys increasingly strong recognition 
with young and old alike across Ireland 
and represents a movement that is going 
from strength to strength with a new, 
vibrant and more accurate image, in 
contrast with the ‘traditional’ image of 
the past.
 

As a youth movement we are committed 
to ensuring that our members learn, 
develop and have fun in a safe and 
secure environment. To this end we
have developed robust child protection, 
recruitment and selection policies and 
procedures. These policies and proce-
dures are consistent with national child 
protection policy and with good practice 
guidelines in the Youth Work sector in the 
Republic and in Northern Ireland.  Our 
Code of Good Practice outlines our child 
protection policies and procedures.  
All new applicant Scouters go through 
a vetting process. Applicant Scouters 
must provide 2 references and must go 
through formal police checking (Garda 
Vetting or Access Northern Ireland 
checking). In addition, all new Scouters 
must undertake a child protection 
training course during their Induction 
period. This training is accredited and 
monitored by the National Youth 
Council of Ireland.  We recognise that 
young people who are most resilient 
against bullying and abuse are generally 
those with the most fun and friendship in 
their lives.

Scouting Ireland is pleased to join the 
Children Rights Alliance to help maintain 
and improve our high standards of 
child-centered awareness.  We look 
forward to working with other Alliance 
members to continue to make Ireland 
one of the best places to grow up.

 For more on the Scouting Ireland, 
 please visit www.scouts.ie 
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Bríd McGrath has recently returned from 
Italy where she worked for the Food and 
Agricultural Organisation (FAO) of the 
United Nations.

Previously she was a ministerial adviser in 
the Department of Communications, 
Energy and Natural Resources and 
before that worked in the Department of 
Foreign A�airs – in Irish Aid and in the 
Political Division for Ireland’s EU Presi-
dency in 2004. She holds a BA Mod 
(Hons) in History and Political Science 
from Trinity College Dublin.

New additions
to the
Communications
Team

Bríd McGrath

Julie Ahern joined the Alliance in 
September 2013 as the Legal and Policy 
Assistant. Prior to this she worked on the 
children's rights referendum campaign 
with the ISPCC, as an intern with the 
Legal Aid Board in Cork and NASC (The 
Irish Immigrant Support Centre). She has 
a BCL (Clinical)(Hons) from UCC. She 
recently completed an LLM in Child and 
Family law also in UCC where her thesis 
focused on the area of medical consent 
and young people. 

New additions to the Legal and
Policy Team

Julie Ahern

Saoirse joined the Alliance as Research 
and Projects Manager in August 2013. 
Prior to this Saoirse worked as Policy 
and Advocacy O�cer with the Free Legal 
Advice Centres for almost six years. 
During her time with FLAC she authored 
reports analysing the system of direct 
provision for asylum seekers as well as 
the social welfare appeals system from 
a human rights perspective. Saoirse 
previously worked with Front Line 
Defenders in Dublin and was the Frank 
Jennings intern working with the human 
rights defenders mandate of the UN 
Special Procedures Branch in Geneva. 
Saoirse was a legal researcher with the 
Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse 
(Ryan Commission). She studied law at 
UCD and the University of Padova and 
holds a Masters in European Studies from 
the Dublin European Institute (UCD).  

Saoirse Brady

Congratulations Edel and Emma
Congratulations to Alliance sta� 
members Edel Quinn on the birth of 

her baby girl, Elinor, and to Emma 
McKinley on the birth of baby Lennox. 

Here is Eilionoir and Lennox hanging 
out for the first time!
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Members
Alcohol Action Ireland  

Amnesty International Ireland

Ana Li�ey Drug Project 

Arc Adoption 

The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children 

Assoc. for Criminal Justice Research and 
Development (ACJRD) 

Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland (ASTI)

ATD Fourth World – Ireland Ltd 

Barnardos

Barretstown Camp 

BeLonG To Youth Services  

Bessborough Centre 

Border Counties Childhood Network 

CARI Foundation 

Carr’s Child and Family Services

Catholic Guides of Ireland

Catholic Youth Care 

Childhood Development Initiative

Childminding Ireland

Children in Hospital Ireland 

City of Dublin YMCA 

COPE Galway 

Crosscare 

DIT – School of Social Sciences & Legal Studies 

Doras Luimni

Down Syndrome Ireland 

Dublin Rape Crisis Centre 

Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project 

Early Childhood Ireland

Educate Together 

School of Education UCD

Enable Ireland

EPIC (formerly IAYPIC) 

Focus Ireland

Forbairt Naíonraí Teoranta 

Foróige 

GLEN - Gay and Lesbian Equality Network 

Headstrong - The National Centre for Youth
Mental Health

Home-Start National O�ce Ireland

Immigrant Council of Ireland

Inclusion Ireland 

Inspire Ireland 

Institute of Community Health Nursing

Integration Centre 

International Adoption Association

Irish Association of Social Care Workers (IASCW) 

Irish Association of Social Workers

Irish Association of Suicidology

Irish Autism Action 

Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway

Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU)

Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL)

Irish Foster Care Association

Irish Girl Guides

Irish National Teachers Organisation (INTO)

Irish Penal Reform Trust

Irish Premature Babies

Irish Refugee Council

Irish Second Level Students’ Union (ISSU)

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 

Irish Traveller Movement 

Irish Youth Foundation (IYF)

Jack & Jill Children’s Foundation 

Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice 

Junglebox Childcare Centre F.D.Y.S. 

Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership

Kilbarrack Youth Project 

Lifestart National O�ce 

Marriage Equality – Civil Marriage for Gay 
and Lesbian People

Mary Immaculate College

Matt Talbot Community Trust

Mental Health Reform

Mothers’ Union of Ireland 

Mounttown Neighbourhood Youth and 
Family Project

MyMind 

National Association for Parent Support

National Organisation for the Treatment of 
Abusers (NOTA)

National Parents Council Post Primary

National Parents Council Primary

National Youth Council of Ireland

One Family   

One in Four

OPEN 

Parentline

Parentstop

Pavee Point

Peter McVerry Trust

Psychological Society of Ireland 

Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI)

Realt Beag

Saoirse Housing Association

SAOL Beag Children’s Centre

Scouting Ireland

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Sonas Housing Association

SpunOut.ie 

St. Nicholas Montessori College 

St. Nicholas Montessori Society

St. Patrick’s University Hospital 

Start Strong 

Step by Step Child & Family Project 

Sugradh

The UNESCO Child and Family Research 
Centre, NUI Galway

Treoir 

UNICEF Ireland 

Unmarried and Separated Families of Ireland 

youngballymun

Youth Advocate Programme Ireland (YAP)

Youth Work Ireland

The Children’s Rights Alliance unites over 100 organisations 
working together to make Ireland one of the best places in 
the world to be a child. We improve the lives of all children 
and young people by ensuring Ireland’s laws, policies and 
services comply with the standards set out in the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Email  info@childrensrights.ie


