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2 Contents / Welcome

We are very excited about our recently-
launched membership drive, which  
opens up the Children’s Rights Alliance 
for the first time to individuals and for-
profit organisations. While we’re very 
proud of our achievements for children, 
we still have a long way to go and we 
need our members to help us get there. 
Why not become a member yourself and 
join the national movement for children? 
Just get in touch.

We launched our flagship publication 
Report Card 2014 on 25 February, with 
Government retaining last year’s ‘C’ grade 
– no backward slip, but no great progress 
either. On closer examination, it was  
a mixed bag with the highest individual 
grade being an ‘A-’ for Child Literacy and 
the lowest an ‘F’ for Migrant Children.

Since May, we have welcomed a new 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
Charlie Flanagan, TD. Minister Flanagan 
has a strong track record as a vocal 
advocate for children as former opposition 
Front Bench Spokesperson on Children. 
The new Minister delivered a keynote 
speech at our AGM on 27 May 2014 on 
achievements for children and challenges  
ahead. His presence was a great 
opportunity for our members to outline 
their priority issues to him. We look 
forward to working with Minister Flanagan 
on delivering commitments to children  
in the Programme for Government.

We warmly acknowledge the excellent 
work carried out by Minister Frances 
Fitzgerald, TD during her three-year tenure 
as Minister for Children and Youth Affairs. 
Perhaps her greatest accomplishment was 
leading the Children’s Rights Referendum 
in November 2012. Critical also to her 
success was the establishment of the 
Child and Family Agency in January 2014 
and the closure of St. Patrick’s Institution 
for young offenders. We will continue to 
work with her in her new role as Minister 
for Justice and Equality in important 
areas including the Children and Family 
Relationships Bill, legislation on victims, 
and immigration/refugee law reform.

In June, Minister Flanagan took decisive 
action and announced the establishment 
of a Commission of Investigation into 
Mother and Baby Homes. This is a very 
positive action as it is the only way to 
uncover the truth about Ireland’s past 
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Welcome to the Spring/Summer 2014 edition of our newsletter! 
The wheels are turning faster and faster these days – we have 
so much news!

treatment of unmarried women and their 
children. It is very important that this 
Commission uncovers the discrimination 
that children born outside marriage 
experience to this day. We will be watching 
the work of the Commission very closely.  

The past few months have seen the 
publication of several legislative Bills, 
which have the potential to impact 
positively on children. The Children and 
Family Relationships Bill is a critical leap 
forward for family law. The long-overdue 
Children First Bill was published in April.  
It is vital this Bill is as strong as possible  
as it will help safeguard children better. 
We are following these Bills with eagle 
eyes as they promise so much potential 
for children. 

In April, the Taoiseach and Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs launched Better 
Outcomes Brighter Futures: The National 
Policy Framework for Children and Young 
People 2014-2020. The Framework sets 
out an ambitious and innovative roadmap 
for children in Ireland, and is most 
welcome. Our very own Legal and Policy 
Director, Maria Corbett, provided direct 
input and support to the Policy Frame-
work drafting team. 

Finally, we have made nominations and 
have been shortlisted for two awards 
through the Irish Fundraising Awards. 
Rachel Duke is up as Best Emerging 
Fundraiser (see page 15) and RichardsDee, 
branding and design agency, are in the 
category of Best Supplier. RichardsDee 
have been a brilliant resource to us over 
the last few years, re-developing our 
brand guidelines and developing core 
publications. 

All of these milestones and our impact  
on them are covered in this newsletter.  
I hope you enjoy reading about them  
and let’s stay connected.

Best wishes,

Tanya Ward
Chief Executive
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The Children’s Rights Alliance unites 
over 100 members working together 
to make Ireland one of the best places 
in the world to be a child. The size and 
diversity of our membership gives us 
credibility, a mandate and a voice for 
children. Our members are integral  
to the work we do, informing our 
advocacy and helping us bridge  
the gap between the reality  
on the ground and the 
understanding of policy  
makers at national level.  

We have just kicked off our first ever 
membership drive to help build a national 
movement for children. We are hoping 
to bring the work of the Children’s Rights 
Alliance to a wider audience and secure 
greater support for our campaigns. If you 
are not already a member, we would be 
delighted to welcome you, so please get 
in touch!

Two new categories of membership 
have now been introduced to respond 
to the growing interest in the work of the 
Children’s Rights Alliance from outside 
the not-for-profit sector. The first is an 
Associate Membership which is open to 
commercial and statutory organisations, 
and the second is Individual Membership 
which is available to all individuals with 
an interest in children’s rights. These 
two new categories sit alongside 
our traditional standard membership 
category, which remains open to not-
for-profit organisations, bodies and 
institutions with a clear responsibility  
or commitment to children’s issues.

For more information on 
membership, please contact our 
Membership Development Officer, 
Julie Ahern on 01 662 9400 or at 
julie@childrensrights.ie 

This is a really exciting time for 
children’s rights in Ireland. Enhancing 
our membership will help us continue 
working to make Ireland one of the best 
places in the world to be a child.

BeCoMe a MeMBeR! 
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Mother and Baby Homes Commission 
We commend the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, 
Charlie Flanagan TD for taking decisive action by announcing 
the establishment of a Commission of Investigation into Mother 
and Baby Homes on 10 June.

Establishing this Commission is the only way to find out what 
really happened to many thousands of women and children 
in these homes over many years. The Commission must be 
given full statutory powers of enquiry to compel witnesses 
to produce evidence and supply documents. However, it is 
important that the Inquiry delivers learning for the present day. 
It is still a fact that children born outside marriage continue to 
be discriminated against by our Constitution and our child and 
family laws. 

We will be observing this very closely and are available to 
provide support to this process in whatever way we can.

Tanya Ward, Chief Executive discusses the basis for a mother 
and baby homes inquiry on RTE’s Morning Edition

National Policy Framework 
for Children and Young People 

On 16 April, the Taoiseach and Minister for 
Children and Youth Affairs launched Better 
Outcomes Brighter Futures: The National Policy 
Framework for Children and Young People 
2014-2020. The Framework 
sets out an ambitious 
and innovative roadmap 
for children, committing 
Government Departments 
to work together to achieve 
five national outcomes for 
children encompassing 
health, education, child 
protection, poverty and  
youth participation.  
We are preparing an overview of the Framework 
for members to be available shortly.

We had a significant impact on the 
development of this document 
through our work on the National 
Children’s Advisory Council (NCAC). 
We co-ordinated non-governmental 

representatives on the Council and 
kept them informed. We compiled 
input from members on issues 
affecting marginalised groups and 
we engaged intensively in small 
Council subgroups. The Children’s 
Rights Alliance also made a written 
submission in November 2013. 

Maria Corbett, our Legal and Policy 
Director engaged extensively with 
the Framework’s author to shape the 
document’s content and structure. 
This unique method of working 
enabled the Children’s Rights Alliance 
to share its expertise.

We are very proud of the fact that we 
secured the inclusion of important new 
Government commitments on childhood 
obesity, food poverty, child poverty, 
and support for child victims, reducing 
the harm often caused by the court 
proceedings. Thank you to our members 
for helping us to achieve this!
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Is Government keeping 
its promises to children?

Tadhg, Cormac, Alvar and Lola at the launch of Report Card 2014 in Dublin, 25 February 2014. Picture: Naoise Culhane

Our sixth annual 
flagship publication,  
Report Card, was 
launched on  
25 February
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Right 
to Health:  

Overall, the right to health received a 
D+. Primary Care moved from a D grade 
in 2013 to a C grade this year. Free GP 
care for children aged five years and 
under, as announced in Budget 2014, is 
a positive step in advancing a children’s 
rights approach to healthcare. However, 
children still face long delays in accessing 
basic services with long waiting lists 
existing in some areas. One of the most 
troubling areas of Report Card 2014 was 
that of Mental Health, where an E Grade 
was awarded. The number of children  
on waiting lists for appointment with  
a mental health professional increased 
in 2013 and 68 children were admitted 
to adult psychiatric units. In the area of 
Alcohol and Drugs a grade of D+ was 
awarded, as steps were taken towards 
introducing minimum pricing for alcohol. 
However, a number of gaps persist, 
including inaction on addressing the 
effects of parental substance misuse on 
children. The top grade in health, a C+, 
was given to the Children’s Hospital. This 
was due to €150 million being approved 
for a new national maternity hospital at  
St. Vincent’s campus in Dublin. 

Highs and Lows

Our Annual Report Card, in its sixth edition, scrutinises the 
Government on its key commitments to children in the Programme 
for Government. Government was awarded an overall C grade in 
Report Card 2014 this year, maintaining last year’s grade, but with 
scope for significant improvement. Report Card 2014 rewards the 
Government with ‘B’ grades in the areas of children’s constitutional 
rights, education and protection from abuse and neglect.  
However, in health, adequate standard of living and  
equality, the Government is failing children.
Report Card 2014 is – even more than in previous years –  
a product of deep and fruitful engagement with civil servants 
in government departments and agencies. This ensured the 
data and sources used are as up-to-date and accurate as 
possible. Important membership inputs also ensured that 
the Report Card’s scrutiny of government commitments  
to children were broad-based, comprehensive and reflective 
of the reality on the ground. 

Right 
to education:  
Overall, the area of Education fared 
well in Report Card 2014 with a B grade 
due to positive actions being taken by 
the Minister for Education and Skills. 
In the area of Early Childhood Care 
and Education, the grade fell to a C+. 
This fall was due to the National Early 
Years Strategy not being published and 
an evaluation of the free pre-school 
year not taking place. The Government 
received its highest grade, an A-, in 
Child Literacy. This was due to Budget 
2014 allocating €5 million to a book 
rental scheme for primary schools and 
a marked improvement in Ireland’s 2012 
results in the Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA) for literacy, 
mathematics and science. Children with 
Special Educational Needs received a 
C- grade as the Education for Persons 
with Special Educational Needs (epsen) 
Act 2004 has still not been enacted in 
full. The Government was awarded a 
B+ grade for School Buildings due to 
the announcement of €28 million for 
school maintenance and repairs. Finally, 
Patronage and Pluralism in Primary 
Education was awarded a B+, as diverse 
patrons were announce for nine newly-
established primary schools.  

We extend grateful thanks again  
to our External Assessment Panel, 
chaired by Judge Catherine 
McGuinness, for keeping our 
research team on its toes and  
for adding invaluable credibility  
to the report. 

B D+

D

B

B E

B D+

D

B

B E

B D+

D

B

B E

Children’s 
Constitutional 
Rights:  
This grade was awarded as the 
Constitutional Convention, the body 
responsible for examining in the 
Constitution, agreed to examine the 
possibility of including economic and 
social and cultural rights in the Constitution. 
Such an inclusion would have an important 
impact on children’s constitutional rights. 
However, the yes vote in the Children’s 
Rights Referendum in 2012 is now being 
appealed to the High Court, meaning  
the positive referendum result cannot  
be implemented due to the ongoing  
legal challenge. 
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Right to adequate 
Standard 
of Living: 

The right to an adequate standard of 
living received a D grade. Child Poverty 
was awarded an E- as households with 
children were the most negatively 
impacted in Budget 2013. The Area-Based 
Childhood (ABC) Programme (a measure 
by the Government to target additional 
investment in outcomes for children and 
families living in areas of disadvantage) 
received a C+ as 12 new projects will be 
funded under the Programme, exceeding 
the Government’s own commitment to 
fund up to ten projects. Finally, a D grade 
was awarded to Children and the Social 
Welfare System. The Advisory Group 
on Tax and Social Welfare published its 
report on child income supports and 
recommended retaining Child Benefit 
as a universal payment for all families 
but at a reduced rate and introducing a 
‘second tier’ child income support for 
families on low incomes or in receipt of 
primary social welfare payments. These 
recommendations have been put on hold 
and a report on working age supports has 
yet to be published.

Right to Protection 
from abuse and 
Neglect:

Overall, the right to protection from abuse 
and neglect received a B grade. The new 
Child and Family Agency was established 
on 1 January 2014 and received a B+ as 
it is a long awaited and hugely significant 
development for children. The new 
agency will bring together a number of 
children’s services. However, there will 
be challenges in its operation to ensure 
that the 4,000 workers from multiple 
bodies can work together effectively in 
this new single agency. The Ryan Report 
Implementation Plan (containing a set of 
commitments arising from the findings 
of the Commission to Inquire into Child 
Abuse) was awarded a B- and the section 
on Youth Homelessness received a C+, 
reflecting the completion of the review  
of the Youth Homeless Strategy. However, 
there has been an increase in the number 
of families with children being made 
homeless. The Government approved 
plans for legislation to provide for a 
statutory right to an aftercare plan, that 
would ensure that all children leaving 
care would have a plan in place for the 
supports and services they will need. 
Children in Detention was awarded a B+ 
as all 17 year olds serving a sentence have 
been moved out of St Patrick’s Institution, 
an adult prison, and construction work 
is underway on the new National Child 
Detention Facility at Oberstown.

Right to equality
and Non-
Discrimination:

The right to Equality and Non-
Discrimination received the worst grade 
in Report Card 2014. The section on 
Traveller Children received an E grade 
due to the repeated lack of focus on, 
or implementation of, existing policy 
for Travellers. Infant mortality among 
Traveller children in 3.6 times that of  
the general population. The worst grade 
in Report Card 2014 was awarded to 
Migrant Children which received an 
F grade. The Government has taken 
no positive steps in relation to migrant 
children. More than a third of direct 
provision residents are children and  
a high percentage of separated children 
continue to go missing despite the 
decline in the number of these children 
coming to Ireland. Inequalities in Family 
Life received a D+, reflecting the lack of 
real action taken in 2013, but recognising 
the Government’s promise to enact the 
Children and Family Relationships Bill  
in 2014. 

Report Card 2014 grading table

B D+

D

B
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B D+

D

B
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B D+

D

B

B E
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Fergus Finlay, CEO of Barnardos,  
at the launch of Report Card 2014

Report Card 2014

The Report Card grabbed the attention of 
those on social media, with considerable 
traffic surrounding the launch. Almost a 
thousand individuals saw our Facebook 
posts on 25 February 2014 and the Twitter 
hashtag for the event #reportcard2014 
trended on 25 February, as did the Twitter 
handle for the Children’s Rights Alliance 
@childrightsirl. Website downloads of 
Report Card 2014 numbered almost 1,500 
over a four-day period.

Report Card 2014 online

Tweets

Quotes

Report Card 2014 launch trends on Twitter

Sample tweets from Report Card 2014 launch

Tanya Ward, Chief Executive of the 
Children’s Rights Alliance said,  

“The Programme for Government 
is ambitious for children. Minister 
Fitzgerald, along with her cabinet 
colleagues, have helped advance the 
cause of children’s rights.”

Judge Catherine McGuinness said,  
“We are in danger of leaving Traveller 
children behind unless we include 
specific commitments in national 
policy. More than 10% of our school-
going children come from a migrant 
background; the policy of Direct 
Provision for asylum seekers and their 
children is detrimental to their welfare 
and development and should be ceased 
immediately.”

Professor Áine Hyland of UCC said, 
“Ireland ranks 4th for literacy, 9th in 
science and 13th in maths of the 32 
OECD countries. The Government’s 
commitment to make literacy a  
national cause is clearly bearing fruit.”

Fergus Finlay, Chief Executive of 
Barnardos said,  

“Child poverty remains unacceptably 
high – 9.3% of children currently live 
in consistent poverty and 18.8% are 
at risk. Tackling poverty is a whole-of-
government issue and is something  
that needs to be prioritised in order  
to see progress next year.”
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Statistics

New Report Card Partners 
Three new funders have come on board to support the Report 
Card – the Community Foundation of Ireland, the Katherine 
Howard Foundation and the Irish Youth Foundation.  
This support means that the Report Card can continue  
to change children’s lives. 

1/3

x 3.6

x 2

21%

5,811

8,000

x 10,520• 10,520 special need assistants were deployed in 2013 
 to meet the needs of over 22,000 children. 

• 8,000 children have been on waiting lists for specialist 
health appointments for over 1 year.

• By the age of 13 almost one in three young people  
will experience some form of mental health problem. 

• 5,811 children were placed on a waiting list for a first 
appointment with Child and Adolescent Mental  
Health Services from January to November 2013.

• 21% of children aged between the ages of 10 and 17 
have gone to school or to bed hungry.

• The number of homeless families in Dublin doubled  
in the second half of 2013: 16 additional families  
each month. 

• Infant mortality among the Traveller population  
is 3.6 times the rate of the general population.
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Will Children First Legislation 
make children safe?

It’s hard to believe that up to now there has been no legal duty to report child abuse in Ireland. 
The Children First Bill puts aspects of the 2011 child protection guidance, Children First Guidance: 
National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children on a statutory footing. Numerous 
reviews identified inconsistent application of this guidance, leaving children at risk of abuse. 
This legislation was promised in the 2011 Programme for Government and it was recommended 
by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child way back in 2006. We have been calling for its 
introduction since then; without it, children have been exposed to risk unnecessarily.

The Bill places a legal duty on specified 
individuals such as doctors, social 
workers and teachers to report child 
protection concerns to the Child and 
Family Agency. It also puts a legal duty on 
specified organisations to prepare a Child 
Safeguarding Statement. Importantly, 
an inter-departmental committee will 
be established to promote compliance 
and implementation of Children First by 
government departments. 

On the flipside, there are several areas 
where the Bill needs to be strengthened. 
It does not include criminal or civil 
sanctions for failure to report a concern 
to the Child and Family Agency or for 
not developing a Child Safeguarding 
Statement. Instead, organisations and 
individuals will be sanctioned through 
the withdrawal of state funding, through 
internal employment mechanisms 
or through professional bodies. The 
proposed mechanism will work in 
tandem with the range of other sanctions 
that exist under the Criminal Justice 
(Withholding of Information on Offences 
against Children and Vulnerable Persons) 
Act 2012 and the National Vetting Bureau 
(Children and Vulnerable Persons) Act, 
2012. 

The Bill requires significant resourcing  
to the Child and Family Agency as well  
as to the community and voluntary 
sector. We are deeply concerned that,  
in the context of another mooted cut  
to the Budget, this may not be achievable. 

On 14 APRIl 2014, THE lOnG-AWAITEd CHiLDReN FiRST BIll WAs PuBlIsHEd. 

In 2012, we prepared a comprehensive 
response to an earlier version of the Bill 
in collaboration with our members and 
we take credit for a number of amend- 
ments that were then incorporated. 
This includes clear definitions of harm 
and emotional abuse, as well as the 
inclusion of the best interests of the 
child in the actions of the Agency under 
this Act. We called for the Bill to be 
aligned with the National Vetting 
Bureau Act and to address the issues 
of accessing sexual health services, 
professional duplication and inter-
agency co-operation and sharing of 
information – amendments that are 
now included. We are pleased that the 
managers of direct provision centres 
will be included also, given the serious 
child protection risks that can exist in 
these centres.
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The Children’s Rights Alliance has initiated a number of 
advocacy activities around the Bill. 

First of all, we formed a Working Group of members and made  
a submission focused on the following areas:

1. Updating the law to reflect the best interests of the child

2. Protecting the child’s right to family life

3. Participation of children in judicial decision-making

4. The rights of children in relation to Assisted Human   
 Reproduction and Surrogacy 

We were subsequently invited to present to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality on 9 April. The 
Committee published its report with recommendations on the 
Heads of Bill on 29 May. We welcomed its recommendations and  
urged the Minister for Justice and Equality to take prompt action.

We held an information seminar on the Bill on 10 April 2014, 
chaired by Judge Catherine McGuinness. The then Minister 
for Justice, Equality and Defence, Alan Shatter, TD, gave the 
keynote address which was a thought-provoking overview of 
the rationale behind the various elements of the Bill. This input 
was followed by the Special Rapporteur on Child Protection,  
Dr Geoffrey Shannon, who provided a forensic examination 
of the draft legislative provisions. Mánus de Barra of the Office 
of the Ombudsman for Children presented an international 
children’s rights analysis and Dr. Deirdre Madden, Senior Lecturer 
in Law at University College Cork provided an expert opinion 
on the surrogacy and Assisted Human Reproduction provisions 

of the Bill. The event, which was attended by 150 people, was 
live-streamed and trended on Twitter several times. Don’t worry 
if you missed it! You can watch a recording on our website  
at www.childrensrights.ie

We also hosted an information table at One Family’s ‘Family Day’ 
in the Iveagh Gardens on 18 May. We shared the space with our 
member, the ISPCC and it was a great success.

We will continue our advocacy efforts as it is very important  
to get this Bill right for the benefit of so many children in Ireland.  

Our Research and Policy Manager, Saoirse Brady 
presenting on the Children and Family Relationship 
Bill 2014 before the Joint Committee on Justice, 
Equality and Defence 

ISPCC and Children’s Rights Alliance staff with the former 
Lord Mayor of Dublin, Councillor Oisín Quinn, at One Family’s 
Family Day on 18 May in Iveagh Gardens

CHiLDReN aND FaMiLY 
ReLaTioNSHiPS BiLL   
The Heads of the Children and Family Relationships Bill were published in late January 2014. 
This was a pivotal moment for family law because it addresses the discrimination faced by 
children in a diverse range of families. This is something we have called for over a number  
of years and is warmly welcomed.
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The Heads of the 
aftercare Bill 2014 were 
published in March 2014. 
‘aftercare’ comprises the 
supports and services 
provided to young 
people leaving the care 
system upon turning 18 
years of age. 

Proposed 
New Law 
for Children
in Care

The Bill will amend the Child Care Act 
1991 to provide vulnerable groups 
of young people leaving the care of 
the State with an aftercare plan. The 
publication of this draft Bill is a significant 
achievement for the Action for Aftercare, 
a coalition of non-governmental 
organisations, aftercare workers and 
individuals, who have advocated for legal 
reform for years. The Children’s Rights 
Alliance has been an active member  
of this group since its establishment.  
Special congratulations are due to our 

Tanya Ward discussing the General Scheme of the Aftercare Bill 2014, before the 
Oireachtas Joint Committee on Health and Children 

Consultancy 
Project for FLaC 

member organisation, Focus Ireland for  
co-ordinating the Action for Aftercare group.  

The Children’s Rights Alliance was invited 
to prepare a submission on the Heads 
of Bill and present before the Joint 
Committee on Health and Children 
on 1 April 2014. In this submission, we 
welcomed the Bill and called for it to  
be strengthened through a number  
of additions. 

For more, read our submission on our 
website at www.childrensrights.ie

In an exciting and new departure for 
the Children’s Rights Alliance, we have 
been commissioned by the Free Legal 
Advice Centres (FLAC) to help prepare 
the next civil society report for Ireland’s 
examination by the UN Committee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
(cescr) in 2015. FLAC is an independent 
human rights organisation that exists to 
promote equal access to justice for all. 

FLAC has sought written submissions 
from civil society organisations and 
held public consultations around the 
country to assess how well the State is 
doing on implementing the Covenant. 
The Children’s Rights Alliance is bringing 
its extensive expertise on stakeholder 
consultation and shadow report writing 
to this work, which is being led by 
Saoirse Brady, Research and Projects 
Manager. 

For more information, 
contact Saoirse on 
Saoirse@childrensrights.ie
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MeMBeR FoCuS: 

SpunOut.ie
SpunOut.ie is a not-for-profit website created by young people 
for young people between the ages of 16–25. 

Our goal is to enable our peers to 
live happy, healthy lives where they 
can avail of opportunities and build a 
bright future. We do this by giving easy 
access to relevant, reliable, and non-
judgmental advice to assist other young 
people in making informed decisions in 
areas including employment, education 
and both mental and physical health. 

As well as providing information to 
thousands of online users on a daily 
basis, the website also provides a 
platform to other young people to have 
their voices heard on matters important 
to them through our opinion section. 

CaMPaigNS
2014 has been an exciting year thus far 
for SpunOut.ie with the launch of three 
major campaigns:

• #DitchTheMonkey is a five part 
animated series that promotes positive 
mental health and outlines ways you 
can be a happier, healthier person.

• The MiYo App is a self-reflective journal 
where you can log the things you  
have done each day which are crucial  
to physical and mental well-being.

• The SpunOut.ie Survival Guide is a 
book, available in print and online, that 
contains information on dealing with 
issues like mental health, exam stress, 
finding a job, healthy living, bullying  
and much more.

uNiQue
SpunOut.ie is unique, in that when we say 
we are youth led – we mean it.

A group of 20 young people from around 
the country form the SpunOut Action 
Panel (sap) that provides leadership 
and works with our team of seven staff 
members to ensure the organisation stays 
in touch with the views and needs of the 
young people of Ireland. 

SpunOut also has a voluntary board of 
professional types who take responsibility 
for corporate governance and ensure 
we stay true to our mission to be an 
organisation by young people, for young 
people.

For more on SpunOut, please visit 
www.SpunOut.ie
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New Member organisations 

Atheist Ireland

Atheist Ireland promote atheism, reason 
and an ethical secular state based on 
human rights, equality before the law  
and freedom from discrimination. 
http://www.atheist.ie/

Alliance against Cutbacks  
in Education 

The Alliance Against Cutbacks in 
Education aims to stop the attacks on 
children with special educational needs. 
They support the enactment of EPSOM, 
a rights based approach to children with 
special educational needs. 
http://www.atheist.ie

Healthy Food for All

Healthy Food for All is an all-island charity 
addressing food poverty by promoting 
access, availability and affordability of 
healthy food for low-income groups.  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Alliance-Against-Cuts-in-Education/267351
033302917?fref=nf

The Children’s Rights Alliance is delighted to 

welcome ten new members. They join over  

100 members of the Alliance who are working 

together to make Ireland one of the best  

places in the world to be a child.

Institute of Guidance 
Counsellors

The Institute of Guidance Counsellors 
established in 1968, is the professional 
body representing over 1,200 practitioners 
in second level schools, third level 
colleges, adult guidance services, private 
practice and in other settings.  
http://www.igc.ie/

Irish Heart Foundation

The Irish Heart Foundation is the national 
charity dedicated to fighting heart disease 
and stroke. Today in Ireland more people 
die from heart and stroke-related illness than  
from any other cause of death. Against 
this background the Irish Heart Foundation  
works to bring hope, relief and a brighter 
future to families all over Ireland.  
http://www.irishheart.ie

law Centre for  
Children and Young People

The Law Centre for Children and Young 
People is an innovative, independent human 
rights NGO dedicated to improving access 
to justice for children and young people, 
especially those experiencing disadvantage 
and social exclusion. It aims to advance 
children’s rights in Ireland through enhanced 
use of the law and reform of the legal system.

special needs  
Parents Association 

Special Needs Parents Association was set 
up in 2010 to provide support and provide 
information to all parents of persons with 
special needs and disabilities irrespective 
of age or diagnosis, by promoting on 
a national level, improved treatment, 
education, welfare and acceptance for 
children.  
http://www.specialneedsparents.ie

Cork life Centre 

Cork Life Centre is a voluntary organisation 
that offers a second chance at education 
to early-school leavers. They cater for 
young people between the ages of 12-18 
who for various reasons have not thrived 
in a mainstream educational setting. The 
centre and its staff offer our students 1:1 
tuition in the core Junior and Leaving 
Cert subjects and support them in their 
preparation for these state exams.  
http://corklifecentre.org/

Above: Ellen O’Malley Dunlop of the Dublin Rape Crisis 
Centre and newly elected Board member, Denise 
Charlton of the Immigrant Council of Ireland at our AGM 
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Board
Board elections were held at our AGM 
on 27 May and were hotly contested! 
Fergus Finlay (Barnardos) was re-elected 
for a further three-year term, and Michael 
Barron (BeLongTo) and Denise Charlton 
(Immigrant Council of Ireland) were 
elected for the first time. Michael has 
many years’ experience in the youth 
sector and working with LGBT young 
people. Denise has much experience 
working for the rights of immigrants 
including migrant children and child 
victims of trafficking. 

We would like to say a very special 
thanks to our former Treasurer, Michael 
McLoughlin (nominated by Youth Work 
Ireland) and Board member, Caroline 
O’Sullivan (nominated by ISPCC) for their 
dedication and hard work over many 
years. Michael’s commitment to his role 
as Treasurer was steadfast and he will  
be missed. Caroline’s input as an expert  
in child protection and children’s rights 
was extremely valuable.

Irish Primary Principals network

The Irish Primary Principals network 
provides all school leaders with a 
continuum of high quality personal and 
professional development, support, advice 
and guidance in order to maximise the 
learning outcomes of every child. They 
promote congeniality, dialogue, debate 
and the sharing of best practice through- 
out the network of school leaders.  
www.ippn.ie

The Guardian Children’s Project

The Guardian Children’s Project provides 
support services for children and young 
people including counselling and  
psychotherapy; peer support programmes 
via Rainbows; access facility and work-
shops. They also provide a family 
mediation service. Currently they have 
one centre in Wicklow which serves the 
county and surrounding areas. In 2014 
they will open a Dublin centre and intend 
to expand nationally. 
http://www.facebook.com/guardianproject

For more information on how your 
organisation can join the Alliance 
please contact our Membership 
Development Officer, Julie Ahern  
at julie@childrensrights.ie

Staff
Nikaela Rusk joined the 
team in February 2014 
as the Legal and Policy 
Assistant through the 
Jobsbridge Scheme. She 
has worked as a paralegal 
in the asylum and 

immigration department at KOD Lyons 
Solicitors, as a researcher at the UCC 
Child Law Clinic and a law tutor of Irish 
Legal Systems at UCC. She has a Bachelor 
of Civil Law from National University of 
Ireland, Galway and an LLM in Child and 
Family Law in University College Cork 
where her thesis examined barriers to 
children’s participation in healthcare 
decision-making in Ireland. 

We welcomed Ciarán 
Finlay to the fold in April 
2014 as a Legal Intern. 
He has a B.C.L. (Law 
with History) and a LLM 
in Human Rights Law 
from University College 

Dublin. His dissertation considered how 
the European Court of Human Rights 
treats cases of deaths and ill-treatment 
motivated by discriminatory beliefs and 
attitudes. Ciarán is working on several 
projects including on the shadow report 
project under the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 
He has recently secured a human rights 
internship with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs in Geneva – congrats Ciarán. You 
will be a great asset. 

We bid farewell to Rachel 
Duke, Membership and 
Sustainability Officer in 
February. Rachel has 
joined Plan Ireland as a 
Fundraising Officer.  We 
nominated Rachel – 

and she was shortlisted – for the Irish 
Fundraising Awards as Ireland’s Best 
Emerging Fundraiser. We know she’s in 
with a great chance so good luck Rachel!

Newly elected Board Member Michael 
Barron of BelongTo, Ian Power of SpunOut 
and Mina Walsh of Saint Nicholas 
Montessori College Ireland at the Children’s 
Rights Alliance AGM 2014 

Ciarán Finney

Rachel Duke

Nikaela Rusk

Below: Wayne Stanley, Focus Ireland 
and Shane Downer, Arc Adoption at the 
Children’s Rights Alliance AGM 2014

Above: Tess Noonan from ISPCC and Emer 
Nowlan from Educate Together at AGM
 

Below: Paul Gilligan, Alliance 
Chairperson, Charlie Flanagan TD, 
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs,  
Tanya Ward, Chief Executive, Children’s 
Rights Alliance at our 2014 AGM
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Find us on

Alcohol Action Ireland  

Alliance Against Cutbacks in Education

Amnesty International Ireland

Ana Liffey Drug Project 

Arc Adoption 

The Ark, A Cultural Centre for Children 

Assoc. for Criminal Justice Research and 
Development (ACJRD) 

Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland (ASTI)

ATD Fourth World – Ireland Ltd 

Atheist Ireland

Barnardos

Barretstown Camp 

BeLonG To Youth Services  

Bessborough Centre 

Border Counties Childhood Network 

CARI Foundation

Carr’s Child and Family Services  

Catholic Guides of Ireland 

Catholic Youth Care

Childhood Development Initiative

Children in Hospital Ireland

City of Dublin YMCA 

COPE Galway 

Cork Life Centre

Crosscare 

DIT – School of Social Sciences & Legal Studies 

Down Syndrome Ireland 

Dublin Rape Crisis Centre 

Dun Laoghaire Refugee Project 

Early Childhood Ireland

Educate Together 

School of Education UCD

EPIC  

Focus Ireland

Forbairt Naíonraí Teoranta 

Foróige 

GLEN – Gay and Lesbian Equality Network 
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Immigrant Council of Ireland

Inclusion Ireland 

Inspire Ireland 

Institute of Community Health Nursing
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International Adoption Association

Irish Association of Social Care Workers (IASCW) 

Irish Association of Social Workers

Irish Association of Suicidology
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Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI Galway
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Irish Council for Civil Liberties (ICCL)

Irish Foster Care Association

Irish Girl Guides
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Irish National Teachers Organisation (INTO)

Irish Penal Reform Trust

Irish Premature Babies

Irish Primary Principals Network

Irish Refugee Council

Irish Second Level Students’ Union (ISSU)

Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 

Irish Traveller Movement 

Irish Youth Foundation (IYF)

Jack & Jill Children’s Foundation 

Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice 

Junglebox Childcare Centre F.D.Y.S. 

Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership

Law Centre for Children and Young People

Lifestart National Office 

Marriage Equality – Civil Marriage for Gay  
and Lesbian People

Mary Immaculate College

Mental Health Reform

Mounttown Neighbourhood Youth and Family Project

MyMind 

National Organisation for the Treatment  
of Abusers (NOTA)

National Parents Council Post Primary

National Parents Council Primary

National Youth Council of Ireland

One Family   

One in Four

OPEN 

Parentline

Parentstop

Pavee Point

Peter McVerry Trust

Rape Crisis Network Ireland (RCNI)

Realt Beag

SAFE Ireland

Saoirse Housing Association

SAOL Beag Children’s Centre

Scouting Ireland

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Sonas Domestic Violence Charity

Special Needs Parents Association

SpunOut.ie 

St. Nicholas Montessori College 

St. Nicholas Montessori Teachers Association

St. Patrick’s Mental Health Services 

Start Strong 

Step by Step Child & Family Project 

Sugradh 

The UNESCO Child and Family Research Centre,  
NUI Galway 

The Guardian Children’s Project

Treoir 

UNICEF Ireland 
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Youth Advocate Programme Ireland (YAP)

Youth Work Ireland  

The Children’s Rights Alliance unites over 100 members working 
together to make Ireland one of the best places in the world to 
be a child. We change the lives of all children in Ireland by making 
sure that their rights are respected and protected in our laws, 
policies and services.
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